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THE OPENING OF THE CENTENARY 
• 

EXHIBITION 

Bv T. S. BLAKENEY 

HE formal celebrations of the Alpine Club Centenary opened on 
Novetnber 5, 1957, and closed on December 9· Earlier in the 
year, the North \Vales M eet and the Swiss Meet had been held, 

so that active climbing should have its proper place in the Centenary 
functions ; the London celebrations began with the opening of the 
Exhibition and ended with the Reception at Lincoln's Inn. The Club 
counts itself greatly privileged that both the beginning and the close 
of these events were graced by the presence of members of the Royal 
Family. . 

The Centenary Exhibition of paintings, photographs, books, manu
scripts and other objects of interest, was opened by Her Royal Highness 
the Duchess of Gloucester. As Lady Alice Scott, she had in 1934 made 
an expedition to Iviount Kenya, frustrated by bad weather from attempt
ing the final peak, but reaching some 14,ooof1s,ooo ft. from the direc
tion of the Mackinder Valley. Her Royal Highness presented the 
Club with tvv'o photographs taken by her on this trip, and these (P.zr 
and P.22 in the catalogue of the Exhibition) formed one of a number of 
photographs of royal mountaineers. 

Her Royal Highness, accompanied by Miss Dorothy lVIeynell, was 
received by the President and Honorary Secretary, and on entering the 
Club Gallery was presented with a bouquet by Penny H ouston, 
daughter of the Vice-President, Dr. Charles Houston, who, with his 
wife, had come over specially from the U.S. After introductions to 
various members of the Committee and wives, Sir John Hunt, in a short 
speech, welcomed Her Royal Highness to the Club and asked her to 
declare the Exhibition open. Her Royal Highness did so in a brief 
speech, and then proceeded to view the exhibits, various n1embers of 
the company being introduced to explain items with which they had a 
particular connection. 

Her Royal Highness accepted a specially-bound copy of the Cen
tenary ALPINE JOURNAL, and remained on to take tea in the anteroom 
and to meet further members of the company present. After signing 
the Club Visitors' Book, she took her departure, carrying with her the 
gratitude of the members and their guests for the trouble to which it 
was known she had put herself to attend the ceremony; for the interest 
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she had manifested in the exhibits; and for the charm she had conveyed 
to all who had had the privilege of meeting her. 

Following upon the opening of the Exhibition, a Press preview and 
conference was held under the aegis of the President, the Honorary 
Secretary, and Mr. C. G. Wickham, who had been handling the publi
city involved. Later in the evening Sir John Hunt gave a dinner party 
to the former Presidents of the Club ; whilst informal dinners were 
arranged for those official guests for the Centenary Dinner already in 
London, and for the large group of American members who had now 
arrived. 

On November 6 the Exhibition was reserved to members of the Club 
and their guests, the public not being admitted until the following day. 
In all, between November 7 and December g, approximately r,soo 
visitors attended, and though some imperfections were inevitable owing 
to the restrictions on space, and to the need of catering for a wide diver
sity of tastes, it was generally considered that the Exhibition was a 
worthy part of the Centenary celebrations as a whole. 

The gratitude of the Club is due to the Sub-Committee and to all 
those who assisted in assembling the exhibits, in particular to Mr. 
Douglas Milner who put in a great deal of work on the photographs . 
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